
A big, big thank you for all the kind words. A big 
thank you to Rotary and all of you here. Thank 
you so much, Sir. Thank you to the Jain family for 
bestowing me with such an honour. I am feeling very 
overwhelmed at the moment. I don’t know if I’ve 
done enough to deserve this yet, but it truly means 
so, so much to me. Today is also extremely special 
for me because all of my favourite people are in one 
room, which is very rare because everyone is so busy 
and has such crazy travel schedules. So, my parents 
are here. My grandmom is here.
The Rotary family and my family, we go back so many 
generations and my grand mom has done some work 
with polio. My dad, my mom, my grandmom, and 
then I have my best friends here: Akshita, Anshrita, 
Anushka, Kausar as well, and without whom none of 
this would have been possible. 
The little that I have done so far at the age of 38, I 
would have been nowhere without any of your 
support. So this one is for my family, for all of you, 
and for my best friends and my team. Thank you 
so very much. It truly means a lot to me, especially 
coming from people who have done such inspiring 
work. Saving lives is the highest form of giving back, 
which is then the highest form of getting.
And I am very, very inspired and I feel very humbled 

that all of you thought that I was deserving of this. So, 
thank you so very much again and a big thank you to 
my family and my best friends who are also family to 
me. None of this would have been possible without 
any of you. Love you all so much. 
I just wanted to add that sitting here on the stage with 
my family, my parents, and my grandmom down, 
was very, very awkward. So if I was fidgety, looking 
a bit red in the face, it’s just because I’m not used to it 
and I don’t want to ever get used to it. It’s a horrible 
feeling. I much, much rather have it the other way 
around, always and forever, so yeah. 
ROTARIANS ASK
You come from a very illustrious industrial lineage 
of this country, and I guess you’re taking the baton 
forward. I just wanted to ask. I believe you also 
ventured into the restaurant space with Hakkasan 
and Yauatcha; what are your plans in that area? 
So, actually I think I would like say something from 
my heart and you know it’s that I think it’s myself, 
my brother and my sister, hopefully, all three of us 
would be taking this, taking the legacy forward in 
our own ways. And all the hard work that’s gone 
behind Jolie’s, Hakkasan, all the restaurants, is all my 
brother. I have nothing to do with it, and I think my 
father also doesn’t have much to do with it. It’s all my 
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brother who is studying very, very hard at Harvard and is going to be 
graduating soon. I don’t know much about the restaurant business. I’m 
a very homebody, so I can’t imagine setting up a restaurant like the 
way he has. The only restaurant I go to is his restaurant. And then, of 
course, special events like this, if we come out. So, it’s all my brother, 
it’s all my brother. 
You have successfully blended businesses, music and social impact. 
How do you decide where to focus your energy and what drives you to 
keep pushing boundaries in such diverse fields? And also, as a young 
entrepreneur leading the Birla legacy, how do you balance innovation 
with tradition while scaling your ventures in today’s fast changing 
market?
Thank you so much. 2 two different questions and hard ones. The 
first one was, I think, more about priorities and time management, 
something that I am not very good at, but I am learning. I think I have 
a fantastic team; across the board, I have fantastic teams and that really, 
really helps.
When it comes to starting up, there are different stages. So, of course, 
during putting the team together and having the vision in place and all 
of that, you know I have to be completely focussed on that particular 
venture or two or three that are happening at that time. However, after 
that, once the business is up and running, I try to solve a problem a 
week per company. So that’s how I sort of… So if you think about it, 
52 weeks in a year, right? So I try to solve 52 problems a year for each 
company and that’s how I go about prioritising depending upon which 
company needs what from me. 
My goal also and this is still part of your first question, is that everything 
should run very, very smoothly without me being there as well. So it’s 
about empowering my team, it’s about delegating because I don’t what’s 

going to happen tomorrow and what I’m building, I hope will last 
hundreds and hundreds and hundreds of years, much beyond any 
of our – my life, for sure.
So, the goal is to build things that last and have a lasting impact 
without me, so empowering my teams. And yeah, just it’s about 
problem solving and trying to see with putting in less and getting 
more. How do we just increase our ROI by putting in as less 
possible in terms of time, in terms of resources, being as efficient 
as possible, that’s the first part; I hope I was able to answer that. 
The second part of the question, I can only hope and pray that all 
the work that I’m doing and that I hope that I will continue to do, 
has a positive impact on the legacy.
I’m extremely grateful that I have very, very supportive parents, 
grandmom and best friends and a team. I think, the balance is very 
important, like you mentioned, of knowing when to take a step 
back, because I do realise that I have a lot more to learn and there 
are people in the room who are way, way, way more experienced 
that I am. So, when to so to hear everyone out. But to make sure 
that I speak my truth and give my opinion, regardless of whether 
I think that may be right or wrong. So, I try to keep judgment out 
of it because I think it’s my duty to say to give my piece, and then 
regardless of the answer that I get back in a boardroom, it’s again 
to take it without judgment, it’s not personal.
And just to keep learning, I think that’s really important is just to 
keep learning. And I have such amazing role models in front of 
me. So, it’s a daily process. And I think one more thing I do is I try 
to approach everyday with a beginner’s mindset so, I don’t know 
anything and that’s where I start. I like to ask questions, I like to 
learn and I always, always, always get people on board who think 
are much smarter than me, because that’s the point of having a 
good team according to me. Thank you. 
It would be wonderful to know a little bit about the ventures that 
you’re involved with and some of the work that you’re doing. So, 
if you could share that with us. 
Yeah, Svatantra is was a pure play microfinance company when I 
started it at 17, I’m now 30. We are the second largest now in the 
country, just behind Grameen Koota. Our total disbursements 
since inception has touched about 50,000 crores, 45 million lives 
touched. The idea behind Svatantra, I think it’s very important 
to have a why, for me personally, behind each… Behind what 
I do. I realise that as soon as you make a woman financially 
independent, she can have a happier life, a free-flowing life, and 
she’s not dependent on anyone around her. And men as well. 
It’s just that in microfinance the model is tried and tested with 
women, so I thought I shouldn’t really... I tried to lend to men 
as well, but it didn’t work out, so I was like I should not try to 
reinvent everything. 
So that was the idea behind Svatantra and kudos to my team. For 
us, it was a huge acquisition. And the team size and the AUM size 
doubled overnight. The team was very mature. They handled it 
really well and I think it came at the right time, funnily, because 
the microfinance industry hit a really bad slump. 
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BY GK MARG ENHANCES VOCAB IN LITERATURE CAMP BY RCHC

The two-day camp began with Rotractors of Hinduja College 
distributing diaries and a short session on public speaking 
where we discussed key elements of effective communication, 
such as body language, eye contact, hand gestures, and voice 
clarity. Students then introduced themselves and shared their 
hobbies, practising public speaking immediately.
They explained the process of writing a story by providing 
examples, then gave the students a starting line for their 
stories. Each student crafted their own narrative, complete 
with a title and moral. Some students confidently presented 
their stories to the class. To conclude, the students were 
provided with a list of useful English words to enhance their 
daily communication skills. The session was both interactive 
and educational, helping students develop their public 
speaking, creativity, and language abilities.

The second day’s session began with a review of previous 
lessons, followed by an icebreaker activity where participants 
took turns saying words, with the next word starting from the 
last letter of the previous word. Afterwards, the Rotractors 
introduced the concept of a debate and divided the students 
into four teams, allowing them time to prepare. Each student 
participated in the debate, speaking in English. A vocabulary 
test was conducted on the spot, where students were asked 
to spell a word and speak on a topic for 30 seconds. This 
helped improve their spoken English, vocabulary and quick 
thinking. The session concluded with a comprehension and 
crossword worksheet, which was explained earlier to ensure 
understanding. The session was wrapped up by Rtr. Aman Jain, 
Rtr. Akshita Sonar, Rtr. Fareeha Noor, and Rtr. Ovita D’Souza 
appreciating everyone’s effort and distributing chocolates as 
a reward.



TUESDAY MEETINGS AT ROTARY CLUB OF BOMBAY

President Satyan wishes Rtn. Puneet 
Wadhwa for his birthday

Rtn. Rekha Tanna and Honorary Rtn. 
Kumarmangalam Birla

Rotarians IPP Manoj Patodia, Anand Dalal, speaker and awardee Ananya Birla, 
Rotarians President Satyan Israni, Honorary Secretary Rhea Bhumgara and 
Mohit Jain

Rtn. Ptn. Naveena Israni, Rtn. Ptn. Dr. Neerja Birla, 
President Satyan Israni, awardee Ananya Birla, Rtn. Ptn. 
Malti Jain and PP Nirav Shah

PP Framroze Mehta, Rtn. Natasha Treasurywala, Rtn. Ptn. 
Rakhee Reshamwala, Rtn. Miral Shah, Rtn. Ritu Prakash 
Desai, with Rotarian Partners Rangita Bhatnagar, Avaan 
Vakharia, Nandita Patodia and Malti Jain

Rotarians PP Paul George, Bhavya 
and Mohit Jain and Rtn. Ptn. Malti 
Jain

Hon Rtn. Kumarmangalam Birla with 
Rotarians Dushyant Dave and  
Pulin Shroff

PP Nandan Damani, awardee Ananya Birla, PP 
Paul George and Rtn. Ptn. Malti Jain

Celebrating 96 glorious years of the Club with the 
esteemed Hon. Rtn. Rajshree Birla leading the  
cake-cutting ceremony

Engaged Audience at the Rendezvous,  Taj Mahal 
Palace

Rotarians Farhat Jamal, Dr. Aashish Contractor and Mahesh Khubchandani ask 
a question

Rotarians President Satyan Israni 
and Anand Dalal thank awardee and 
speaker Ananya Birla for her time 
spent with the Club

Joint Honorary Secretary 
Rtn. Akhil Sanghi

Rtn. Rustom Vakharia Rtn. Anand Dalal IPP Manoj Patodia

https://drive.google.com/open?id=1BCuRjh_vHFDANxrq-T8-LB02C0NhH9oS&usp=drive_copy
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JOIN US FOR A PROJECT
TOUR FOLLOWED BY A
CELEBRATORY LUNCH.   

    TH MARCH 

Room No. 1601 & 1602, 5D building, 16th flr.
MHADA Transit Camp,  Bombay Dyeing Mill
Compound, Cemetery Lane, Bhoiwada, Parel,
Mumbai - 400012 

11 am - 11.30 am Meet & Greet  
11.30 am A tour of the Dharamshala
12 noon The felicitation of Partners
12.30 pm Lunch

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 

R.S.V.P. Rashmi +91 97691 40141 

29 2025 

https://maps.app.goo.gl/CX7i3GBzbZactTTU7?g_st=awb


Celebrating President Satyan
Happy

Birthday!

Rtn. Pilloo Aga exchanging flags with President Kapil Mishra, 
Rotary Club of Amritsar
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BY NMJ STUDENTS DEBATE COMPETITION

In our school, we have been having debates on different topics 
for some time now, not just to improve the students’ spoken 
English but also to encourage lateral thinking and expressing 
their views. Here they were given the chance to choose to be 
for or against the topic.
To make it a proper session, on March 8th, 2025, the students 
of Class 7 to 9 at Bhavishya Yaan NMJ participated in an 
engaging debate competition that sparked lively discussions 
on some pressing current issues. 
The topics included:
•	 Whether mobiles are a curse or a boon
•	 The implications of assigning homework to children
•	 The significance of speaking in English in today’s global 

society
The first topic, “Mobile: Curse or Boon,” generated a 
passionate exchange of ideas. Some students argued that 
mobile phones have transformed communication, enabling 
instant connectivity and access to vast information resources. 
They emphasised the educational benefits of mobile apps and 
online learning platforms. Conversely, others highlighted 
the potential downsides, such as addiction, distraction in 
educational settings, and the lack of face-to-face interactions. 

This dynamic debate allowed students to critically assess 
both sides of the argument, promoting an understanding of 
technology’s role in our lives.
The second topic, “Giving Homework to Children,” also 
brought forward diverse opinions. Defenders of homework 
suggested it reinforces learning, encourages responsibility, and 
fosters time management skills. Critics, however, pointed out 
the stress it can impose on students and the potential to hinder 
their leisure time and creativity. This debate highlighted the 
need for a balanced approach to homework, considering both 
educational benefits and the well-being of students.
Finally, the discussion on “Speaking in English: Is it 
Important?” explored the role of English in today’s globalised 
world. Debaters who supported the view of its importance cited 
job opportunities, access to global information, and social 
integration as key reasons for promoting English proficiency. 
On the other hand, opponents urged for the preservation of 
native languages and cultures, arguing that communication 
should not be limited to English.
Overall, the debate competition at Bhavishya Yaan NMJ on 
Saturday, March 8th, 2025, was not only a platform for students 
of Class 7 to 9 to express their viewpoints but also a valuable 
educational experience that encouraged critical thinking and 
public speaking skills.
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ROTARIAN MEMBER BIRTHDAYS ROTARIAN PARTNER 
BIRTHDAYS
MARCH 26

Rtn. Ptn. Berryl Hirani 
MARCH 28

Hon. Rtn. Ptn. Swati 
Piramal 

Rtn. Ptn. Mina Somani 
MARCH 29

Rtn. Ptn. GaurI Daiya 
MARCH 31

Rtn. Ptn. Radhika Kaji

ANNIVERSARIES
MARCH 28

Rtn. Ptn. Radhika &  
Rtn. Dipan Mehta

MARCH 25
Rtn. Joseph 

Koshy 

MARCH 25
Rtn. Dr. Anand 

Somaya 

MARCH 28
Rtn. Nikhil 

Bhatia 

ANAITA SHROFF ADAJANIA IN CONVERSATION WITH DIVYAK D’SOUZA
NEXT WEEK:

ANAITA SHROFF ADAJANIA is India’s leading fashion 
stylist, creative director, and costume designer, shaping 
the country’s style landscape for over two decades. As 
the founding Fashion Director of Vogue India, she set 
benchmarks in editorial styling. Her work in Bollywood 
includes iconic films like Cocktail, Dhoom, War, Bang 
Bang, and Murder Mubarak. Anaita has styled covers for 
global magazines, featuring stars like Kim Kardashian, 
Deepika Padukone, and Shah Rukh Khan. Beyond cinema, 
she curates campaigns for brands like L’Oréal, Omega, and 
Pepsi, making her a powerhouse in the world of fashion.

DIVYAK D’SOUZA is a celebrated celebrity stylist known 
for his innovative approach to fashion. With an impressive 
portfolio spanning red carpets, editorial shoots, and 
television, he is a dynamic force in the industry. As the 
charismatic host of Say Yes to the Dress, his styling expertise 
shines, making bridal dreams a reality. His social media 
presence, filled with witty reels and meme-worthy content, 
has made him a fan favorite. Despite his bold creative vision, 
Divyak’s personal style remains effortlessly minimalist. 
His keen eye for detail and deep understanding of fashion 
continue to redefine styling in India.
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